MOTH GARDEN GUIDE
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Locate moths around your home, take photos and share on
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram with #PrairieViewPollinatorProject
While butterﬂies take ﬂight during the day, Moths reign after the sun sets. Most people are familiar with the dull
moths that feed on clothing and hang around porchlights, but there is an entire world of unique and exotic moths that
rival even the brightest butterﬂies. Moths function as important crepuscular and nocturnal pollinators, and they visit
many of the same blooms that butterﬂies frequent.
There are night growing plants that serve to nourish adult moths, while day growing plants, including crops and trees,
are host to moth larvae. Moths are less afraid of humans compared to butterﬂies and will allow close inspection by
humans. Butterﬂies and moths have physical characteristics that distinguish them. Moths hold their wings in a tentlike fashion while butterﬂies spread their wings out parallel to the ground or hold them straight into the air. Moths
have feathery antennae while most butterﬂies have slender antennae ending in small clubs.

Moth of Texas
SPHINX MOTHS

Sphinx Moths such as the White Lined
and Five Spotted Moths have special
features that set them apart from
other moths. Sphinxes are known as
Hummingbird Hawk Moths because
they ﬂutter in a similar pattern to
hummingbirds, moving from ﬂower to
ﬂower without landing.

Larvae rest on the stems deep within
their host plants, so ﬁnding one
requires patience and a bit of luck.
Ÿ

Ÿ

Some even have transparent wings, such as
the Clearwing Hawk Moth.
Ÿ

Most Sphinx Moth larvae eat
nightshade plants including
tomatoes, potatoes, and tobacco
plants.

Ÿ

Larvae are smooth red, yellow,
green or brown and have a small
horn, typically black or red,
protruding from their
abdomens. The horns are
harmless to humans but serve
as a scare tactic for predators.

While none of the moths or larvae are
harmful to humans, the Death’s Head Hawk
Moth has skull and crossbones markings,
and many Sphinx larvae hiss menacingly
when disturbed.
Ÿ

GIANT SILK
MOTHS
Giant Silk Moths are the
jewels of the moth world. They
come in bright colors including red,
tan, orange and green. Their larvae
are typically large tree eaters with
bumps, spikes or venomous hairs. Most silk moths do not
pollinate, but function as a beautiful sight in a garden. They are
also easy to rear since many of their host plants are common
evergreen and deciduous trees that grow well in Texas.

POLYPHEMUS
MOTHS
Polyphemus Moths are
named after mythical
beings and are very large.
Polyphemus Moths are more
common in southern Texas and have eyespots on their
wings to startle predators.

Sphinx Moths can be spotted during
the day and night, and plenty of
ﬂowers for both times of day, such
as Moonﬂower and Salvia, should
be provided for them.

CECROPIA
MOTHS
Cecropia Moths are dark
grey with bright crimson
outlines on their wings. They
have unique larvae with clubs or
spikes on their backs. While they look frightening, they are
actually harmless.

HICKORY HORNED
DEVIL MOTH
The Hickory Horned Devil
Moth is a frightful sight to
see on hickory trees. These
larvae are green with red
horns that result in its name. These horns are for show and
will not harm humans. Silk Moths are known for larvae that
spin lots of silk and use that silk for their pupae.

LUNA MOTH
IMPORTANT DETAILS TO SUPPORT YOUR NIGHT-TIME POLLINATORS
Provide trees such as oak, maple,
sweet gum and hickory if possible,
since these are common host plants
of varying moths.

a black light and a white tarp in a forest,
farm, or prairie will yield the best results.
While Silk Moths do not drink nectar, they
do need shelter from storms and predators.
Using shrubs and trees, or building an alcove
for moths will coerce them to stay in your garden.

Wear gloves when handling larvae. Io Moth
larvae are very venomous, as are several other
species, and can result in severe pain, swelling,
nausea and shock.
Luna Moths enjoy Moonﬂower and are seen at night
near lights in dark areas.
Finding moths in urban areas may prove diﬃcult. Using

SESIID
(WASP-MIMIC)
MOTHS
Sesiid (Wasp-Mimic)
Moths are master
tricksters. Because most
animals, including humans,
fear the painful stings of bees
and wasps, the Sesiid family of moths mimics terrifying
wasps. Their wings are clear and membranous (similar to
bees and wasps), and they are patterned very similarly to
yellow jackets, honeybees and hornets.
It is always best to be careful when approaching insects that
might sting. While these moths fool their predators and
some humans, they are important pollinators of a wide
variety of ﬂowering plants. They have no preference for
speciﬁc plants, but pollinate what they can ﬁnd. Most plants
that attract butterﬂies, such as Pentas and Butterﬂy Bush,
will suﬃce for these moths. Be wary of their larvae. Sesiid
caterpillars are borers of trees.

Many moths, including Silk Moths, will rest in trees
during the day. It is common to ﬁnd these moths in
your yard in the morning. Make sure they have roosting
areas around the house or farm where they can be safe
from the hot sun.

TIGER
MOTHS
Tiger Moths show oﬀ
bright hot colors such as
red, yellow and orange
combined with black
and white patterns. They
are generalists and will eat
a variety of food sources,
although some species lay their eggs only on special plants
such as Milkweed.
Tiger Moths are common in prairies, ﬁelds and roadsides
where native Texas plants including wildﬂowers, weeds and
grasses grow. There are around 11,000 Tiger Moth species.
Most Tiger Moth larvae are incredibly fuzzy and pose
little to no danger to humans. It is still recommended to
handle with care and wear gloves. A commonly seen
larvae in Texas is the Wooly Bear caterpillar, which is a
generalist feeder and can be found anywhere that
plants grow. Larvae are black, brown or a mx of both.
The adult is the Isabella Tiger Moth.

Use paint or primer on trees such as Maple that Sesiids
will target for their caterpillars.
Plant tall and short plants with bright hues that
butterﬂies prefer.
Sesiid Moths are daytime ﬂying moths and can be seen
pollinating along with butterﬂies and bees.
Some Sesiid Moths resemble Love-Bugs, but their body
size, markings and antennae will tell them apart.

There is a legend that Wooly Bear Caterpillars can predict
the severity of winter: more black indicates a harsher
winter, and more brown indicates a milder winter.
Tussock Moth caterpillars should be handled with gear
and proper protective equipment as these can produce
a painful sting if handled incorrectly.

Moth Garden Plants
Many plants that butterﬂies and their larvae use as food and shelter are excellent additions to a moth garden.
Since Tiger and Sphinx Moths ﬂy during the day and night, they have a wider range of plants they can visit, which
is why their larvae are not as picky about food plants, and the adults pollinate most ﬂowering plants that
produce a suitable amount of nectar. Similar to butterﬂies, single blooms are best, and colors such as white,
purple, yellow and orange are all attractive to moths and other nocturnal pollinators.

MOON FLOWER
(MORNING GLORY)
Since moths enjoy pale colors as well
as vibrant ones, Morning Glories make
an excellent addition to a moth
garden. They are late bloomers and
are seen opening in the evening.
These plants grow as vines, so adding
support for them is recommended.
Tropical locations may prohibit the
growing of Moonﬂower or any of the
Morning Glories since they can
become noxious weeds.

LANTANA

YUCCA

Butterﬂies and moths both enjoy
lantana. These shrubs come in blue,
purple, white, red, orange, and yellow
blooms, all of which are favorites of
Sphinx Moths. They are commonly
found in most plant stores and are
relatively hardy. Part of their appeal is
the multitude of colors, the clustered
blooms and the tubular ﬂower shape.
They are best in full sun. There are
shrub forms as well that make great
porch decorations.

One of the most important mutual
relationships occurs within the blooms
of Yucca succulents. Yucca Moths do
not drink nectar, but instead use small
tentacles to gather pollen and ﬂy from
plant to plant, ensuring cross
pollination among many Yucca plants.
Adding Yucca plants to the garden
provides a unique desert aesthetic
and provides a home and food source
to Yucca Moths and other insects.

OTHER PLANTS IN MOTH GARDEN:

BLAZING STAR

MILKWEED

SWEET POTATO

TOMATO

TOBACCO

SQUASH

GARDENIA

APPLE

OAK

SWEETGUM

MAPLE

FUCHSIA

FOUR O’ CLOCK

EVENING PRIMROSE

Most importantly, remember to limit the use of pesticides, refrain from
trimming blooms, and provide shelter areas for moths during wet or
cool weather. Continuously adding new plants to the garden will
ensure new species of pollinators visit your garden. It will function as a
long-term and friendly home for the many amazing types of moths.
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