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Spot pollinators in your yard or garden, tally your totals, take
photos, and share on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram with

#PrairieViewPollinatorProject
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BEES

WHERE
TO FIND

HOW TO
ATTRACT

Bees enjoy small,
clustered, tube
shaped flowers.

Try planting:

PROTECT
PESTICIDE
SAFETY TIPS

Purple, blue and white
blooms are favored.

TOTAL:

Alfalfa, Thistles, Bee
Balm are all favorites.
Honeybees

Sweat bee

Blue bonnet

Bees pollinate fruit
crops in massive
numbers (Pumpkin,
Watermelon,
Blackberry &
Strawberry).
Bumblebees and
Carpenter Bees favor
Locust and Hibiscus.

Make sure to read
all pesticide
labels, as some
will have a specific
warning about
pollinators.

Purple cone flower

Bees Love
Goldenrod!

HONEY BEE

Blackberry
brambles
Honey bees live in hives (or
colonies). The members of
the hive are divided into
three types: queen,
workers, and drones.

Don’t apply
pesticides to
flowering plants,
unless the label
says it is
specifically okay
to do so.

Acts as a yellow
alternative to
Butterfly Bush
Swarmed by bees
during warm seasons
Honeybees are
attracted to the
berries’ sweet
scent and taste.

Bright golden yellow
clusters of flowers
attract bumblebees
and honeybees from
a far distance.
Pollen used for
beehive

Try planting:

BUMBLEBEE

Bumblebees flap their
wings 200 times per second.
They live in smaller groups
compared to honey bees
and do not tend to swarm.
Bumblebees harvest nectar
and pollen from flowering
plants.

Carpenter bee
Carpenter bees are
pollinators, but sometimes
they steal nectar without
pollinating.

Goldenrod stems are
relatively smooth and
hairless.

Sorrel hibiscus –
great for
bumblebees, as
well as a refreshing
the summer-time
tea.

Carpenter bees
prefer plants with
bell shaped flowers
in purple and yellow
shades. These bees
employ buzz pollination to loosen pollen
from flowers, and
pollinate a wide
range of plants
including cucumbers,
pumpkins, squash,
watermelons and
sweet potatoes.

Make sure to
dispose of
pesticides properly
and read the label
for disposal
instructions.

Try planting:

Watermelon

Try organic
pesticide
prevention options
like cleaning up
dropped fruits to
avoid unwanted
pest accumulation.

Mason Bees can be
housed
using wooden
hives, which keeps
them available for
crop pollination.

Mason bees are usually a
little smaller than
honeybees and typically
look metallic-blue or
blue-black in color.

Mason Bees are used
as pollinators of
fruits and nuts,
which is necessary
since fruits and nuts
gain increased flavor
from pollination.
Consider using a
bee hotel to help
create a safe
environment.

Mason bee

Mason bees get their name
from their habit of
nest-building, which is by
sealing off cells where they lay
their eggs with a mortar-like
application of mud.

Make pesticide
applications only
when pollinators
are not active
(spray in cooler
temperatures
below 55 degrees
Fahrenheit, or
during mid-day
when it’s very
warm.)

Texas Dewberries

Blackberries

Sweat bees enjoy prairies,
ranches - any place with
lots of Texas native plants.
Sweat bees support native
wildflowers. Interestingly,
their name comes from
their preference to drink
our sweat when out in the
fields.

Sweat bee

POLLINATOR
TOTALS

Sweat bees have
metallic-colored green
bodies, often with red or
yellow stripes. They build
nests underground or in
rotting wood and rarely
grow over three-quarters of
an inch in length.

IMAGE

Fruit plants give off strong
aromas, and butterflies can’t
resist their delightful aroma.

BUTTERFLIES
TOTAL:

Citrus trees bring in the Giant
Swallowtail. Berries tempt
smaller brush-footed
butterflies related to the
Monarch, and the foliage
makes a great place for
small Skippers and
Hairstreak butterflies to rest.

Try planting:

Wildflowers native
to Texas
Tillage for weeds
and insects.
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Try planting:

Garlic/Onion: with
their high-reaching
blooms and beautiful
vibrant colors, it is
only right that Onion
and Garlic plants
belong in the garden.

These plants bring
butterflies into your
vegetable patch and
brighten your
landscape.

PESTICIDE
SAFETY TIPS

Purple
Coneflowers –
they are favorites
of Monarch,
Swallowtail and
many other
butterflies. Purple
coneflowers will
continue to bloom
year after year.

Utilize beneficial
insects by allowing
some wildlife
weeds to grow
around your home
garden to fend off
pests.

Colorful Milkweed
Goldenrod enhances
every environment
with its vibrant color.

Monarch

Texas is an important state
in the monarch migration
because it is situated
between the principle
breeding grounds in the
north and the overwintering
areas in Mexico

Butterflies drink from
the blooms during
the day
when the gold shines
brightly.

Swallowtail

Although Swallowtails are
frequently found in wooded
areas (they generally host
on trees), they’re common
in flower gardens, too.

Every garden needs
Pentas. No matter
the species, you can
count on Pentas to
bring a flock of
butterflies into the
garden.

POLLINATOR
TOTALS

IMAGE

MOTHS
TOTAL:

White-lined sphinx moths
are sometimes referred to
as hummingbird moths
because of their bird-like
size and flight patterns.
While butterflies rest,
moths pollinate your
night-time garden.

Try planting:

Try spraying
Eucalyptus Oil on
plants prone to
pests.

Monarchs drink
nectar from any
source they can
find but prefer
Milkweed above
other plants.
Milkweed comes
in a variety of
colors.

The colorful
blooms and sweet
nectar attract
butterflies. Plant
milkweed after
the danger of frost
passes.

Always store
pesticides in a
safe place. Be sure
to read the label
regarding storage
instructions.
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Honey-suckle, thistle,
clover, lilac and moon
flower are all
favorites for moths.

Try planting:

Moonflowers add a
powerful fragrance to
your night garden.

Azaleas come in
yellow, red, white,
light pink and one
of the brightest
magentas to grace
the plant world.
Azaleas attract
butterflies, bees,
moths and
hummingbirds.

If you are dealing
with larger pests
in your garden, like
deer, consider
adding a sturdy
fence to the
perimeter of your
yard or property.

Try planting:

Sphinx moth
Tomato Hornworms morph
into Magnificent Sphinx
Moths

Sphinx months enjoy
potato plants

Tomato plants to
support this
pollinator. Like
butterflies, moths
perform necessary
pollination tasks.

Remove sickly or
decaying plants
promptly to cut
down on pests and
disease.

Try planting:

Luna moths also
enjoy Moonflowers.

Flowering tobacco
in the summer and
enjoy blooms in
late July or August

Do you have
rabbits or squirrels
munching up your
veggies? Consider
putting a live trap
in your garden. It
won’t hurt the
animals. Relocate
them from your
garden once
they’re caught.
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Luna Moth
Luna Moths have lime-green
colored wings and a white
body. The larvae are also green.
Other Giant Silk Moths enjoy
night-time gardens.

POLLINATOR
TOTALS

IMAGE

Try planting:
Red and orange
flowers

BIRDS
TOTAL:

Texas Blue Jay

Birds enjoy nectar,
seeds and fruits.

Deep, bell-shaped
blooms

Long beaks make for
great pollinators.

Hibiscus, Bee
Balm, Trumpet
Vine, and Holly

Use bird feeders as
an attractant.

Birds prefer
odorless plants as
they have a weak
sense of smell

Try planting:

Mockingbirds seek
out fruit and seeds.

Mockingbird
The Northern Mockingbird
is the only Mockingbird
found in North America.
They are gray-brown with
two white wingbars on each
wing.

Hummingbird

Ruby throated
Hummingbirds are bright
emerald or golden-green on
the back and crown, with
gray-white underparts.
Males have a brilliant
iridescent red throat that
looks dark when it’s not in
good light.

POLLINATOR
TOTALS

IMAGE

BATS
TOTAL:

In Texas, Cave Myotis
occupy the High Plains,
Rolling Plans, Trans-Pecos,
Edwards Plateau, and South
Texas Plains during the
summer.

POLLINATOR
TOTALS

IMAGE

Visit blackberry
brambles to find
these pollinators.

Bee Balm is a
magenta- clustered
flower. Bees will visit
this magnificent plant
for nectar, along with
butterflies and
hummingbirds. Once it
begins to seed, birds
will visit Bee Balm for
a snack.

Tomatoes in the
sun. Mockingbirds
enjoy tomato
seeds. Set out
tomatoes on
raised beds of soil
about 6 inches
high, if possible.

Deep, bell-shaped
blooms of Trumpet
Vine to attract
butterflies and
hummingbirds.
Trumpet Vine is
native and wild
growing in Texas.

Spacing is
essential when
planning your
garden. If you don’t
put enough space
between plants,
you won’t get
enough airflow
between them.
That can be the
perfect breeding
ground for pests
and disease.
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Bats are pollinators
of the night. They
have been reported
foraging over dense
vegetation along river
banks.

Try planting
blueberries to help
support these
pollinators in your
backyard or garden.

Cave Myotis are also
found in drier, desert
areas where cacti
grow.

WHERE
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HOW TO
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Usually found on tree
trunks and tall
stems.

Try planting:

Beetles enjoy
sunflowers

Pumpkin, squash,
or watermelon to
support these
pollinators.

Commonly found in
prairies and
ornamental gardens

PESTICIDE
SAFETY TIPS

Did you know cold
water has a way of
deterring pests?
Cold water will
make aphids let go
of your plants and
move out of your
garden.

Try planting:

Soft winged
flower beetle

Wildflower pastures
serve as ample
forging grounds, too.

Crop rotation is
important in every
garden. If you
leave your plants
in the same place
year after year,
pests learn where
to feed.

Bats commonly
found in Texas
enjoy fruits, pollen
and insects.
Many bats become
pollinators when
they forge in areas
with other
pollinators.

TOTAL:

Soft winged flower beetles
can be found in wheat,
sorghum, alfalfa, grasses,
and most crops attacked by
aphids.

Try netting your
plants to protect
them from pests.

Try planting:

BEETLE
Lady beetles and their
larvae feed on aphids,
mealy bugs and scales.

Try a natural spray
to ward off pests –
like a garlic spray,
mineral oil or salt
spray.

Any crop-type
plant, like alfalfa,
as well as other
vegetables or
fruits.

If you have
stubborn bugs in
your garden, try
adding soap to the
cold water.

Scarab beetles are
not picky eaters.
Some eat fruit, fungi,
carrion, or insects.

Scarab beetle
Many Scarab beetles
explode with bright colors
and intricate patterns. There
are even species that are
iridescent and some with a
truly unnatural-looking
metallic sheen.

Plant strawberries,
roses, or
raspberries to
support these
pollinators.

Soapy water
causes the outside
layer of the pests’
bodies to
deteriorate and
should deter
aphids and mites
from staying in
your garden.

Milkweed beetles love
milkweed, but are
also present on
flowers.

Milkweed beetle
Milkweed beetles can come
in different colors. All
primarily forge on
milkweed.

White milkweed

Plant pink, white
or purple
milkweed to
support this
pollinator.

Try spraying a
soapy water
solution which
also has pepper in
it. This makes the
plants taste less
desirable.
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